
West Africa IMT 2025 to Host Key Trade Forum Amid Global Shifts 

As global trade undergoes dramatic shifts fuelled by rising tensions between major 
economies, the effects are reverberating through supply chains, sourcing strategies, 
and economic partnerships. The ongoing tariff disputes, particularly between the 
United States and China, which have led to duties as high as 145%, are forcing 
manufacturers and buyers worldwide to rethink their sourcing and trade alliances. 
Amidst this disruption, a significant opportunity is emerging: West Africa is positioning 
itself as an investment-ready, industrially ambitious, and increasingly unified strategic 
partner. 

Efforts towards regional integration, spearheaded by the African Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA), are gaining momentum. Countries like Ghana are set to increase regional 
exports by 6 percentage points, while Senegal’s textile industry and Côte d’Ivoire’s 
leadership in cocoa processing and trade are becoming key pillars in Africa’s industrial 
rise. 

Nigeria is also actively involved in these regional shifts. Recently, Minister of Finance 
H.E. Wale Edun remarked on the ongoing tariff conflicts, highlighting the opportunities 
they present for Nigeria to position itself as a competitive trade and investment hub. He 
emphasized the potential for attracting supply chain diversification and boosting local 
value addition in key export sectors, aligning with the country’s broader industrial and 
economic strategies. 

This perspective is central to the objectives of the West Africa Industrialisation, 
Manufacturing and Trade (West Africa IMT) Summit & Exhibition 2025, set to take place 
from October 21–23, 2025, at the Landmark Centre in Lagos. With the theme 
“Accelerating West Africa’s Sustainable Industrial Revolution for Economic Prosperity,” 
the event will explore the ways in which African economies can harness the changing 
global trade landscape to foster sustainable industrial growth and diversification. The 
summit will bring together government leaders, industry executives, investors, and 
development institutions to address the challenges posed by global supply chain 
disruptions, protectionist measures, and shifting economic alliances. 

Wemimo Oyelana, Portfolio Director for Africa at dmg events, highlighted the pivotal 
role of the West Africa IMT Summit: “The ongoing global trade tensions present a critical 
opportunity for Africa to reset its trade strategy, focusing on intra-continental 
partnerships and diversifying its international trade mix. The West Africa IMT Summit 
and Exhibition will provide a platform for key stakeholders to discuss how to build a 
resilient industrial future for the region, emphasizing investment, regional value chains, 
and the infrastructure needed to power industries sustainably.” 

 



The West Africa IMT Summit and Exhibition is set to be a cornerstone event in shaping 
the future of industrialisation in the region. It will provide delegates with the opportunity 
to engage in policy discussions, investment showcases, and sessions on trade strategy, 
industrial innovation, infrastructure, digital commerce, and finance, all aimed at 
accelerating the region’s industrial transformation. 

West Africa Industrialisation, Manufacturing & Trade Summit & Exhibition 
21-23 October 2025 I Landmark Centre | Lagos | Nigeria 
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About West Africa Industrialisation, Manufacturing & Trade Summit and Exhibition 
2025 

Convening The Global Industrialisation Ecosystem in West Africa 

The West Africa Industrialisation, Manufacturing and Trade (West Africa IMT) 
Summit and Exhibition will unite the industrialisation ecosystem including energy, 
finance, infrastructure, manufacturing, raw materials, logistics/supply chain, 
technology, trade and security – to accelerate a sustainable industrial revolution for 
West Africa. As governments across the region have declared industrialisation as a key 
priority, the Strategic Summit will feature the visions from Heads of government seeking 
public –private partnerships to drive industrial revolution across the region. Decisive 
action is at the core of the agenda – providing solutions for sustainable resource 
valorisation and opening up trade pathways for economic development and prosperity.  

Participation is expected from across the global industrialisation value chain including 
the following industries: Aerospace, Agriculture, Automotive, Chemicals, Construction, 
Energy & Utilities, FCMG, Heavy Industries, ICT & Electronics, Infrastructure, Logistics & 
Transportation, Machine & Equipment, Maritime, Medical, Mining, Plastics & Rubber, 
Pharmaceuticals, Retail, Technology Solution Providers, Textiles, Water & Utilities. 

  

● 15+ African ministers 

● 25+ countries represented from around the globe 

● 70+ expert industry speakers 

● 250+ exhibiting companies 

● 500+ conference delegates 

● 2,500+ attendees 

 



Contact Details 

Roshan Jan-Mahomed, Head of Marketing – Africa  

Email: info@westafricaimt.com 

www.westafricaimt.com 

About dmg Nigeria events  

dmg Nigeria events is a subsidiary of dmg events. dmg events is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Daily Mail and General Trust plc (DMGT) an international portfolio of 
information, media and events businesses. 

DMGT manages a diverse, multinational portfolio of companies, with total revenues of 
around £1 billion, that provide businesses and consumers with compelling information, 
analysis, insight, events, news and entertainment. Its venture capital business, dmg 
ventures, holds minority stakes in early-stage businesses and focuses particularly on 
disruptive consumer media propositions. 

Headquartered in Dubai, UAE since 1989 with offices in Canada, Egypt, Nigeria, Saudi 
Arabia, Singapore, South Africa, Thailand and the UK. dmg events is an international 
exhibition, conference and intelligence company, attracting more than 1,000,000 
attendees to a portfolio of over 80 events each year. 

This global portfolio works closely with key stakeholders across the industry to facilitate 
pragmatic dialogue, serving as a platform for the latest discussions at the forefront of 
change. 

For more information on dmg events, visit:  www.dmgevents.com/ 
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